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Building on the momentum of the previous editions, the 

3rd volume of our International Composition Workshop 

"Building Performance Practices" continues to bring 

together composers from around the world, fostering 

meaningful artistic exchange across diverse aesthetics, 

backgrounds, and creative approaches.

This year in Building Performance Practices we invite 
the composer SSttyylliiaannooss  DDiimmoouu to act as the mentor 
for the participants and help us towards our goal of 
creating an ever-growing international community of 
artists.

 

This year, the call is open to 88 CCOOMMPPOOSSEERRSS who will 
work closely with àktapha ensemble and the invited 
mentor in creating a new piece.

BUILDING 
PERFORMANCE 
PRACTICES
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Stylianos Dimou

Stylianos Dimou is a composer of 

contemporary music with an exten-

sive international presence, whose 

work investigates gesture, sonic 

materiality, and technological medi-

ation as dramaturgical forces. At the 

core of his compositional language 

lies a sustained engagement with 

the hybrid space between acoustic 

and electronic dimensions, where 

spectral structures, interactive sys-

tems, and embodied performance 

practice converge into a cohesive 

and distinctive aesthetic.

His work has been recognized through numerous prestigious awards and 

distinctions, including the First Prize at the International Composition 

Award «Luigi Nono», First Prize at the Amici della Musica di Cagliari Inter-

national Composition Competition, and both the First Prize and Audience 

Award at the Weimarer Frühjahrstage für zeitgenössische Musik. He is also 

the recipient of the Wayne Brewster Barlow Prize (Eastman School of Mu-

sic), the Charles S. Miller Prize (Columbia University), and the Second 

Prize at the 24th Annual Martirano Award (USA). He has been a finalist at 

the Gaudeamus Award, the Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative, and 

the Lucerne Festival Academy – Roche Young Commissions (jury chaired 

by Pierre Boulez). In 2018–2019, he was selected as a Promising Young 

Composer by the Ulysses Network in partnership with IRCAM, in a pan-Eu-

ropean selection process.

His compositions have been performed at major international festivals and 

venues, including the Warsaw Autumn Festival, IRCAM MANIFESTE, Ultima 

Oslo Contemporary Music Festival, Gaudeamus Music Week, Royaumont – 

Voix Nouvelles, June in Buffalo, ICMC, Symposium iX (SAT & IRCAM), 

CAST – Contemporary Art & Sound Technologies Festival, and the 

Weimarer Frühjahrstage für zeitgenössische Musik, among many others. 

He has collaborated with internationally renowned ensembles and orches-

tras, including Ensemble InterContemporain, Arditti Quartet, Alarm Will 

Sound, ICE Ensemble, Talea Ensemble, EXAUDI Vocal Ensemble, Brussels 

Philharmonic, Gulbenkian Orchestra, Mivos Quartet, and Ensemble Nikel.

Dimou holds a Bachelor's degree from the Department of Music Studies at 

the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, a Master's degree from the East-

man School of Music as a Fulbright Scholar, and a doctorate from Colum-

bia University, where he was a Dean's Fellow. He is also a graduate of the 

Cursus program at IRCAM, Paris. He has held teaching positions at institu-

tions in Greece, the United States, and Hong Kong, and currently serves as 

Associate Professor of Composition at the Grieg Academy – University of 

Bergen, where he continues to develop a body of work situated at the in-

tersection of composition, technology, and performance thought.

www. s t y l i a n o sd i m ou . c om
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 Tutor

https://www.stylianosdimou.com/


Iason Maroulis
Composition

Ensemble àktapha, founded in January 2024, has already an active 

presence in the Greek contemporary music scene. It has presented 

musical productions in collaboration with both emerging and established 

composers such as Charlotte Seither, Maurizio Pisati, Dilay Doganay, 

Rubens Askenar, Zesses Seglias, and Ioannis Angelakis.

At the same time, it has given the first Greek performances of works by 

some of the most important composers of the 20th and 21st centuries, 

such as Kaija Saariaho, Giacinto Scelsi, György Kurtág, Hugues Dufourt, 

Horatiu Radulescu, Yann Robin, and others.

In 2024, àktapha were selected for the Ensemble Modern’s “Young 

Ensemble Academy,” while in April 2025, they presented music by 

Anthony Braxton at the pactaSOUNDzone festival in Milan.

In May of the same year, they staged their first music theater production, 

“Iphigenia” - a performance for four performers, composed by Iason 

Maroulis.

In addition to their artistic activities, the group is organizing the 

International Composition Workshop “Building Performance Practices” 

every year since 2024, in which 17 young composers from around the 

world have participated to date. Zesses Seglias and Ioannis Angelakis 

have joined the seminar as guest composition mentors.

www. a k t a p h a . c om
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 The Ensemble

Orestis Tsekouras
Guitar

Giorgos Kokkinaris
Double Bass

Daphne Mengou
Clarinet

Yannis Psarakis
Percussion

https://www.aktapha.com/


PREVIOUS EDITIONS (2024 & 2025)

"This is an extraordinary opportunity for com-
posers, not because their  work is s imply performed 
by a ta lented group of music ians, but mostly be-
cause, for a short per iod of t ime they feel that they 
belong to a committed community."

"àktapha ensemble tru ly cares about what is wr i t-
ten in the score and why. They work on mult ip le 
levels of understanding and detai l , therefore creat-
ing a productive and helpful rehearsal and concert 
atmosphere."

" I t has been one of the most inspir ing and pro-
found col laborat ions I have had in my composi-
t ional career. Working with àktapha has been 
always easy because they have always been eager 
to help us reach the piece to the best point of ex-
cel lence, not only with their  performance but a lso 
contr ibut ing with very interest ing suggestions and 
ideas. Apart from that, the atmosphere between 
the ensemble and the part ic ipants of the course 
has been unbeatable. I  have always fe l t l ike I was 
part of a family and that is something dif f icult to 
f ind in these kind of events ."

"àktapha have been one of the most forward-think-
ing, col laborat ive, and open-minded ensembles I 've 
had the pleasure of working with. Our t ime to-
gether in Athens was jam-packed with eye-opening 
seminars, fru i t fu l discussions, and radical ly new ap-
proaches to composit ion, improvisat ion, and cre-
at ive music-making. I  unreservedly bel ieve their  
presence, th is seminar, and the community being 
bui l t around i t are contr ibut ing hugely to Athens' 
v ibrant contemporary music circuit - and I whole-
heartedly recommend this workshop to anyone in-
terested in radical composit ional process, and 
novel methods of composer-performer col labora-
t ion."

Román González Escalera

Zygmund de Somogyi

Veronika Reutz Drobnić
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 Participants's Comments
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Ioannis Angelakis (Mentor 2025-26)

Wa t c h  o u r  m i n i - d o c u m e n t a r y  a bou t  BP P  2 0 2 5  - 2 6  f e a t u r i n g  r e a h e a r s a l  f o o t a g e,  i n t e r v i e ws  a n d  c on c e r t  h i g h l i g h t s  -  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

t h e  l i n k  b e l ow :

BPP -  In ternat iona l  Composi t ion  Workshop 2025-26_min iDOC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxxmCuZIMew&list=PL0r1Z3I20kIRqGtAUUMlvCOcMe5fcqDym


The workshop takes place in person, in Athens, Greece and is organized into two one-week per iods during 2026-27. 

The first period wil l be held from 2 3  -  2 7  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6   and the second one from  2  -  6  M A R C H  2 0 2 7.

SHORT DESCRIPTION

1) clarinet,  guitar,  percussion, double bass

2) clarinet,  guitar,  percussion

3) clarinet,  guitar,  double bass

4) clarinet,  percussion

5) guitar,  percussion

6) percussion & electronics

Pe r c u s s i o n :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  a  l i s t  o f  U n p i t c h e d  Pe r c u s s i o n  ( i . e .  To m - t o m s,  c y m b a l s ,  b e l l  p l a t e  e t c ) .  S m a l l e r  &  p o r t a b l e  s e t u p s  w i l l  b e  

p r e f e r r e d .  K e y b o a r d s  a r e  n o n - a v a i l a b l e .  R e q u e s t  o n  f u r t h e r  e q u i p m e n t ,  o r i g i n a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  j u n k - p e r c u s s i o n  c a n  b e  d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  u p o n  

a c c e p t a n c e.
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E l e c t r o n i c s :  O p e n  t o  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  m a y  a l s o  i n c l u d e  e l e c t r o n i c s  f o r  e v e r y  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n .  F o r  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  6 ,  e l e c t r o n i c s  a r e  m a n d a t o r y.  T h e  

e n s e m b l e ' s  e q u i p m e n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  m i c r o p h o n e s,  a m p l i f i e r s ,  i n t e r f a c e s,  t r a n d u c e r s ,  m i d i - c o n t r o l e r s  e t c .

G u i t a r  /  C l a r i n e t  /  D o u b l e  B a s s :  C o m p o s e r s  c a n  w r i t e  f o r  b o t h  a c o u s t i c  a n d  e - g u i t a r,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  B b  C l a r i n e t  a n d  B a s s  C l a r i n e t  ( e f f e c t s  f o r  t h e  e -

g u i t a r  i n c l u d e  B O S S  G T- 1 0 0 ) .  T h e  D o u b l e  B a s s  i s  5  s t r i n g e d .

 New Individual Composition

Each composer wil l create an individual work of 10 - 15 minutes.

Six possible instrumentations are avai lable:



A presentat ion by the ensemble on their 

working methods, focusing on their art ist ic 

approach, rehearsal pract ices, and 

col laborat ive processes in developing musical 

mater ia l , drawing from their recent 

productions.

Exper imentat ion Space is the individual t ime 

reserved for each composer. Dur ing this 

session, composers work closely with one 

instrumental ist from the ensemble, a l lowing for 

focused explorat ion and the development of 

more elaborate, idiomatic wri t ing. Each session 

lasts 45 minutes.

 Lectures  Presentation  Experimentation Space
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Lectures by the invi ted mentor, Styl ianos 

Dimou, presenting the pr inciples of his work 

and his approach towards art-making.

There wi l l  be two  (2) lectures, last ing two 

hours each (90' presentat ion, 30' discussion).

Each composer wi l l  have three (3) rehearsals wi th the ensemble, 

tota l l ing six (6) hours.

One rehearsal (2 hours) is scheduled dur ing the f i rst meeting 

(October), and the remaining two rehearsals dur ing the second 

meeting (March).

Rehearsals wi l l  be guided ei ther by the mentor, Styl ianos Dimou, or 

by the ensemble composer, Iason Maroul is.

Each composer wi l l  receive a tota l  of three (3) hours of 

individual composition lessons from the invi ted mentor, 

Styl ianos Dimou, focused on the work to be wri t ten for the workshop.

Two hours are scheduled dur ing the f i rst meeting (October) and one 

hour dur ing the second meeting (March).

 Rehearsals Individual Lessons

All activities of the workshop (lessons, rehearsals, lectures etc) are open to all participants

COMPONENTS OF THE WORKSHOP



The closing concert of the workshop will be professionally video-recorded.
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Building Performance Practices features 2 Concerts with ensemble àktapha

The f i rst concert of the Workshop takes place dur ing the f i rst meeting in 

Athens and features pieces wr i t ten in the previous edit ion s  c o mb i n e d  

w i t h  e n s e mb l e ' s  r e p e r t o i r e  p i e c e s.

This is the closing concert of "Bui ld ing Performance Pract ices", 

featur ing the pieces wr i t ten dur ing the Workshop. A concert consist ing 

of 8 premiers wi l l  take place in Athens.

 Competition

This year, in addi t ion to i t 's regular act iv i t ies, Building Performance Practices  wi l l  introduce a Competition for the f i rst t ime.

Fol lowing the complet ion of the Workshop, the ensemble wi l l  select one piece and i t 's composer wi l l  receive:

. €1500  commiss ion   fo r  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  se l ec ted  work  i n to  a  25-m inu te  compos i t i on .

.

I m p o r t a n t  I n f o r m a t i o n

T h e  f i n a l - c o m m i s s i o n e d  w o r k  s h o u l d  b e  a  2 5 - m i n u t e  p i e c e  f o r  f u l l  e n s e m b l e  ( c l a r i n e t ,  g u i t a r,  p e r c u s s i o n ,  d o u b l e  b a s s )  r e g a r d l e s s  

o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  c h o i c e  o f  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  w o r k s h o p.

E x a m p l e :  A  p a r t i c i p a n t  m a y  a t t e n d  t h e  w o r k s h o p  w i t h  a  p i e c e  f o r  I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  N o. 5 :  G u i t a r,  P e r c u s s i o n .  I f  t h e i r  w o r k  i s  

s e l e c t e d  t o  b e  c o m m i s s i o n e d ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e i r  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  f u l l  e n s e m b l e .

March 2027

Premie re   o f  t he  work  du r i ng  the  arist ic  season 2027-28 , p resen ted  i n  a  p roduc t i on  by  àk tapha .

October 2027

 Concerts



Announcement  of the
results of the cal l.

Open communicat ion (onl ine) be-
tween part ic ipants and ensemble. 
First Online Meeting with the 
ensemble.

Del ivery of the firs t  d ra f t  o f  
the  work.

F IRST  MEET ING  (5  DAYS) .  
Part ic ipants meet with the 
ensemble and mentor. This is 
where the f i rst lessons, 
rehearsals and lectures take 
place.
CONCERT with pieces of 
previous edit ions.

Del ivery of the fina l  score . F INAL  MEET ING  (5  DAYS) .  
F inal rehearsals with the 
possibi l i ty for composers to 
make minor changes. Second set 
of lessons by the mentor.
CONCERT with the new works.

 1 August 2026  August - September 2026  30 September 2026

 23 - 27 October 2026  6 February 2027  2-6 March 2027

WORKSHOP PLAN - TIME SCHEDULE
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Communicat ion (onl ine) between 
part ic ipants and ensemble about 
f inal iz ing the piece. Second 
Online Meeting with the 
ensemble.

 November - December 2026

Announcement  of the selected 
Composer for the Competi t ion.

 March 2027  April - August 2027

CONCERT  featur ing the commissioned 
piece in a production by ensemble 
àktapha.

 Season 2027-28

Open communicat ion between Selected 
Composer and ensemble about the 
evolut ion of the commissioned piece. 
Del ivery of the  fina l  score.

 Pre-Workshop Activities

 15 July 2026 

DEADL INE  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s.

 Workshop Activities

 Competition Activities



 Fees Required Material

Ea c h  a pp l i c a n t  n e e d s  t o  f i l l  a n d  s u bm i t  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  Goog le  Form  b y  Fr iday,  June  15  2026 :

In ternat iona l  Composi t ion  Workshop 2026-27  -  Appl icat ion  Form

1. Three (3) representat ive pieces, with at least two of them notated in a 

score. Composi t ions for ensemble are preferred.

    

2. At least two recording of the submitted pieces.

(MIDI recordings are not accepted) .

   

3. Cirr iculum Vitae (CV ) .

4. Ranking of avai lable instrumentat ions (see p. 5) in order of prefer-

ence. (Ranking 1-6, with 1 being the most preferred and 6 the least pre-

ferred) .

5. Receipt of the €20 appl icat ion fee.

Wo r k s h op  Fe e :  €600

All links sent for the material of the applications, should be 
permanent (Google Drive, YouTube etc).

SUBMISSION PROCESS

A pp l i c a t i o n  Fe e :  €20 .

A deposi t of €250 wi l l  be required upon acceptance.
The remaining balance is due in September 2025, upon 
del ivery of the f i rst draft.

Both the appl icat ion fee and the workshop fee should 
paid to the fol lowing bank account:

IBAN: GR0601715610006561169694617
Company Name: AKTAFA POLYTECHNIS KALLITECHNIKIS 
OMADAS NON
BIC: PIRBGRAA
VAT: 802841578
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 Payment Method

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSft_2b2ak7HYTXqeXC_RhNyJJ62e912_WbqEnRyMWa6TANktA/viewform?usp=dialog


CONTACT - INFO

All act iv i t ies of workshop ( lessons, rehearsals, lectures) wi l l  take place at NGallery Space (Nik is 30, Athens, 10557).

Concerts venues wi l l  be announced in the summer of 2026.

You can contact us for more informat ion and quest ions at: aktaphaensemble@gmail.com
You can f ind the Terms & Condit ions for part ic ipat ing in BPP Vol.3  here

2 0 2 6  ­  2 0 2 7

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m p o s i t i o n  W o r k s h o p

©  Pe t r o s  K o l o t o u r o s© M a r i z a  K ap s ab e l i

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OwhWzUkOc91xXTFz-aEnGPVKbvFKzy5t2so9QNRIwyw/edit?usp=drive_link

